
Law & Ethics: What’s the Future & Where to Fit 
A. Steven Frankel, PhD, JD, ABPP

This 6-hour program for all levels of professionals addresses the profound changes that are taking place in the health system 
in the United States, the implications for mental health care, and, in turn the implications for mental health care providers.  
We begin with a discussion of the role of the insurance industry in health care and how that role has expanded over the past 
50-60 years, affecting the licensure and practices of mental health professionals.  From there, we move to the current changes 
themselves, including the Affordable Health Care Act, Accountable Care Organizations, Current Procedural Terminology,  
DSM vs. ICD, Electronic Health Care Records, HIPAA changes, insurance panels for independent practitioners, the Parity Law, 
“Professional Wills,” alternatives to licensed mental health practice, and licensing board action summaries.

Goals & Objectives
After attending this program, attendees will be able to:
•  Define “ACA,” “ACO,” “CPT,” “DSM,” “ICD,” “EHR,” & “HIPAA”
•  State a major alternative to licensed mental health practice
•  State two helpful attributes of DSM-5
•  Define “crosswalk”
•  List at least two models of “professional wills”
•  List at least two of the most frequent causes for discipline of mental health care providers 

About the Speaker
A. Steven Frankel PhD, JD, ABPP, is a clinical psychologist (PSY3354) and an Attorney at Law licensed in California 
(SBN192014), and the District of Columbia (1009135). He is a Diplomate in both Clinical and Forensic Psychology from the 
American Board of Professional Psychology. He earned his PhD at Indiana University and interned at the Psychiatric Institute of 
Columbia University. He then joined the full-time faculty of the University of Southern California, where he served for eleven 
years, including five years as the Chair of Clinical Psychology and Director of Clinical Training. After leaving full-time university 
service, Dr. Frankel entered clinical practice and focused increasingly on the diagnosis and treatment of post-traumatic and 
dissociative disorders. In 1993, he joined Linda and Walter Young in the opening of a unit for the treatment of traumatic and 
dissociative disorders at Del Amo Hospital in Torrance, California. Steve began practicing law upon graduation from Loyola 
Law School in Los Angeles where he taught as an Adjunct Professor of Law. His legal practice is in health and administrative 
law. He represents healthcare professionals in their dealings with agencies like licensing boards and Medicare. Steve has always 
been committed to teaching and has published over 50 articles and book chapters. He conducts over 50 full-day workshops 
each year on law and ethics for mental health professionals and has earned Outstanding Teacher Award.

Approved for 6 hours of continuing education credit for:
•  Psychologists as required by the American Psychological Association. CHC maintains responsibility  
    for this program and its content.
•  LCSWs and LMFTs as required by the California Board of Behavioral Sciences (PCE 2135).
 
Register online at chcprofdev.eventbrite.com
Deadline for Registration: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 @ 5:00 pm. Questions? Call us at 650.617.3853.  
CHC is handicap accessible. For reasons of confidentiality, this course is open to professionals only.
Course includes lunch. For dietary restrictions beyond vegetarian, please call 650.617.3853.

Children’s Health Council
650 Clark Way • Palo Alto, CA 94304
650.326.5530 • www.chconline.org

Speaker: A. Steven Frankel, PhD, JD, ABPP
Date:  Monday, August 17, 2015
Time: 9:00 am – 3:15 pm
Cost: $150, Lunch included
Register: chcprofdev.eventbrite.com
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Children’s Health Council, Inc. is approved by the American  
Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education  
for psychologists. Children’s Health Council, Inc. maintains  
responsibility for this program and its content.


