
 
 
 
 
 

 
ELIGIBILITY AND ADMISSIONS         

                                                                     

ELIGIBILITY 
Esther B. Clark Schools (EBC) admits students between the ages of 5 and 16 years old who have 
a primary special education eligibility of Emotional Disturbance (ED), Other Health Impairment 
(OHI), Specific Learning Disability (SLD), or Autism (Aut).  Eligibility may only be addressed in an 
IEP meeting. Students more than 2.5 years behind academically and/or who have a limited 
intellectual capacity where making at least a year’s gain in academic skills is not feasible will not 
be considered for enrollment at EBC. 

ADMISSIONS 

To become an official candidate for admissions, the student’s home school district must first 
forward a referral packet to the school.  This packet needs to contain the immediate past and 
the current IEP, most recent and complete psychoeducational testing report, current Behavior 
Support Plan or Behavior Intervention Plan, and any disciplinary reports occurring at school in 
within the community.  Esther B. Clark Schools cannot process any intake request that comes 
directly from a parent or private practitioner unless it is to be a privately funded placement.  
 
Once received, EBC administration will review the referral file to ascertain the student’s 
appropriateness for the EBC program.  To be appropriate, the EBC administrative team needs to 
feel reasonably sure that the child can a) receive both educational and therapeutic benefit from 
attending this program and b) that the child has the capacity to understand and apply the 
contents and strategies that will be presented in each of the domains—academic, behavioral 
and therapeutic and c) the child has a reasonable capacity to complete the program in 
approximately a 2.5-3.5 year time frame, allowing the student to return to a less restrictive 
setting. 
 
Once the file has been reviewed and approved, EBC will contact the parents of the referred 
student for their initial interview with the Head of Schools.  At this meeting, the child’s case is 
reviewed and the program that will be formulated to address the student’s challenges and 
needs is introduced and described.  If the parents are agreeable to supporting and participating 
in this intervention, then they will immediately schedule their second on-site interview, this 
interview with their child.  At this meeting, the parents and child will be interviewed by the 
schools division leaders. Parents have the opportunity to ask any questions they may have 
about any aspect of the program while the child is toured around the school.  This interview is 
approximately 45 minutes.  
 
If at the end of this interview all parties agree that the EBC program is philosophically and 
programmatically appropriate, then the EBC Head of Schools informs the referring district and a 



 
 
 
 
 
Placement IEP is scheduled and held.  This Placement IEP must be signed by all parties before 
the child can be officially enrolled into Esther B. Clark Schools.  The start day is usually the 
following Wednesday, as this is a minimum day for the school. In the interim transportation will 
be arranged and the classroom team will review the child’s file.  
 
Each student begins on a 30-day administrative placement.  After the first 4-6 weeks of 
attendance, an IEP will be held to ensure that the EBC placement continues to be appropriate 
for the child and agreeable to all three of the child’s supportive parties: the family, the funding 
district, and EBC School.  It is highly unlikely that the team will agree to decide to revoke the 
placement after 30 days, though frequently goals and services may be adjusted.  Placement 
may be revoked if:  
 

• The student is either not attending school as the IEP prescribes, 
• Parents are withholding the student from school for a non-excused reason, 
• The child is non-relational and/or nonresponsive to staff and peers, 
• The child and/or the parent do not attend therapy, 
• The child has committed an expellable act.   

 


